
Summer 2020 
NEWSLETTER

SUNSHINE MINISTRIES
1315 Howard Street, St. Louis, MO 63106 | sunshineministries.org | 314-231-8209

      The families were able to experience all of the fun things that  
the kids normally did each day at camp. They played games, did 
crafts, enjoyed a  yummy lunch on the deck, and, of course, had a 
blast in the pool.  Every family group left asking, “Can we please  
do this again next year?”
       During these unsettling times, it’s easy to focus on all the things 
we can’t do. We don’t know which way to turn or what tomorrow 
might bring. But once again God revealed His faithfulness toward 
Sunshine Ministries by  keeping His promise to direct our path 
when we ask. We didn’t think we could do camp, but obviously  
He knew we could and it could be better than ever!    I would like to give a financial gift to support Sunshine Ministries as they  

continue to serve our St. Louis neighbors in need during these difficult times.

 I want to support Sunshine Ministries with a gift of  $15  $25  $50  $100  $_____________

 I want to partner with Sunshine with a new monthly gift of  $10  $25  $50  $100  $_____________

 My gift by check is enclosed. 

 Please charge my credit card  Visa  MasterCard   American Express  Discover

 Card Number ___________________________________________________ Exp. Date  ______________________________

 Signature  ______________________________________________________ Date  ___________________________________

Name  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

City  __________________________________________________ State  ____________________  ZIP  _____________________

Email _________________________________________________ Phone ______________________________________________ 

Please clip and mail to Sunshine Ministries, PO Box 66880, St. Louis, MO 63166-6880
You may also make your secure donation online at sunshineministries.org.  
To charge your gift by phone, call us at (314)231-8209.

It’s Back-To-School Time
     Whether they’re VERY excited about returning or showing up  
for their first day of school, our Preschool kids are a very special 
part of the Sunshine family. It is a blessing to have the opportunity 
to impact their little lives by teaching them to love to learn and to 
encourage them to discover their God-given gifts and potential.



 

“Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart, and do not  
depend on your own  

understanding.  
In all your ways,  

acknowledge him.  
And he will make your  

paths straight.”
Proverbs 3:5-6

FINANCIAL DONATIONS
Please consider a financial donation to support our continuing 
efforts to serve every man, woman and child who comes to our 
door seeking healing, help and hope during this uncertain time. 
Your generosity will help us meet the increased need as well as 
the added costs of reconfiguring our programs to ensure the  
safety of each person.

THANK YOU!!!

BACK-TO-SCHOOL 
FOOD FOR HEALTHY 
SNACK AND LUNCH 

•  Boxed Goldfish, Animal 
Crackers, Teddy Grahams

• Canned vegetables, fruit, 
and Spaghettios

• Applesauce, peanut butter, 
and grape jelly

• Grocery store gift cards  
to buy fresh meat, fruit,  
milk, cheese, bread and  
frozen food

     To rephrase a well known saying, “When 
Covid-19 closes a door, God opens a window!”
      When it became evident that we were not able 
to have our regular Sunshine Kid’s Club summer 
camp program due to the pandemic and our 
inability to transport the kids safely, God gave us 
a great idea . . . let’s do family camps! The parents  
can do the driving and have some fun too.
     Wow!! What a huge success! Parents, kids and 
grandparents had a great time together.

at Eagle Lodge

During craft time, father and son design and paint  
a wood picture frame to hold a special Eagle Lodge  
family photo to remember their fun day.

“Granny” teaches her youngest  
grandbaby to swim for the first time.

“Push me, daddy!” Both the kids and the  
parents had fun playing together in the pool.

Family Fun Camps



     The theme for the summer was, “Down on the Farm.” 
Each morning started with the children choosing their  
handmade mask for the day . . . do you want to be a pig,  
a cow or a chicken?

     After spending time learning about their A,B,C’s and 
1,2,3’s, they visited the “farm” to have fun learning about  
all of the animals and how the farmer plows his fields and 
grows our food. 

     They also had some surprise visitors like Mr. Scarecrow 
who came to play his fiddle so they could have a real  
live hoedown!
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Dear Friends,         
      The lingering pandemic continues to wreak havoc in our personal lives as well as in 
the life of Sunshine Ministries, but God has been faithful to guide and direct us through 
these challenging times. 

“God is our refuge and strength,
an ever-present help in trouble.”  

Psalms 46:1

     Not only has He protected our ministry, He has opened new doors to expand our 
outreach and allow us to serve in unique and exciting ways this summer. Six men in the 
Resident Shelter Program have taken the opportunity to find good jobs and are now 
happily employed. The ladies in the CARE Program were able to return to in-person 
meetings with smaller groups that allowed more discussion and personal attention. The 
summer Preschool was also able to restart with smaller groups giving each child a special 
treat of one-on-one time with their teachers. And the exciting new “Family Fun Days” 
camp program was a huge success for parents and kids alike!
     Personally, I have also faced a challenging time during this pandemic as the virus 
claimed the life of my husband, Jim. 
     Jim and I were blessed to have been able to serve together every day at Sunshine  
Ministries. Even when he had to retire after being diagnosed with dementia several years 
ago, I continued to keep him in the loop and always shared the greetings and messages 
you sent his way. With his type of dementia he still remembered all of his friends and just 
the mention of your name brought a smile. I am so grateful for you and the special part 
you played in Jim’s life.
     I miss my favorite “co-worker” each day, but I’m looking forward to continuing our 
work and, hopefully, keeping his spirit alive at Sunshine!  
        Sincerely,

Yee  
   Haw!

     All of us at Sunshine Ministries are mourning the passing 
and celebrating the life of James A. “Jim” Clarkson who died 
on July 15, 2020.

     After a career in business, Jim stepped into the leadership 
role at Sunshine Ministries in 1995. Until he was forced  
to retire in 2013 for health reasons, Jim championed the  
ministry’s transition from an emergency shelter for homeless 
men to the current campus of buildings offering a Residential 
Shelter Recovery Program for men, a Family Center to serve 
impoverished women, and two buildings in the city as well  
as a camp facility in Foristell, Missouri, to serve at-risk youth.

     Jim dedicated his life to serving our inner city neighbors in need, and delighted in  
taking the time to meet with and thank the faithful friends and donors who encouraged 
him and supported the work of the ministry.

     His commitment to community, friends and family was rooted in his deep faith and  
we are comforted knowing that he is now at peace with his Lord and Savior.

     A memorial fund has been established in his name to keep his memory alive by  
continuing the good works he started and honoring his legacy at Sunshine Ministries.

IN MEMORY OF JIM CLARKSON

Summer Preschool Down on the Farm
     Even in the midst of the  
Corona chaos, we were able  
to safely welcome our little  
preschool kiddos back to  
school this summer. 

     By splitting the class in half  
we were able to allow each  
child to attend two days a week 
and have only two children for 
each teacher. The kids were so 
excited to be back playing with 
their friends again.

What’s your favorite  
farm animal?

Phynix definitely liked  
the horse, but Karter 
couldn’t make up his  
mind between the cow  
and the chick.

Old MacDonald visited the children every week as 
they were introduced to a new farm animal so they 
could add another verse to his song! By the end of  
the summer, Old MacDonald had a very noisy farm!
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